
Edgemont Montessori 
Reopening- September 2021



20 Edgemont Road
Montclair, NJ 07042

(973) 509 - 4162

School Hours
Doors Open: 8:10AM

Instructional day begins: 8:20AM
Dismissal: 2:35PM

Principal Briony Carr-Clemente
bcarrclemente@montclair.k12.nj.us



NJDOE & MPS

The Road Forward (New Jersey Department of Education):

School Year 2021-2022 Health and Safety Guidance (Updated 8/20/2021): Health and safety strategies to reduce 
risks to students and staff from COVID-19, while still prioritizing full-time in-person learning.

MPS:

Safe Return to School Plan

https://www.nj.gov/education/roadforward/docs/HealthAndSafetyGuidanceSY2122.pdf
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_889476/File/District/Safe%20Return/8.25.21September%202021%20Reopening%20Plan%20-%20.pdf


General Health and Safety Guidelines

Vaccinations

● Most K-12 schools will have a mixed population of fully vaccinated, partially vaccinated, and unvaccinated 
individuals at any given time, thereby requiring the layering of preventive measures to protect all individuals. 
LEAs are encouraged to have a system in place to determine the vaccination status of students and staff, 
however, if an LEA is unable to determine the vaccination status of individual students or staff, those individuals 
should be considered not fully vaccinated. 



Mask Considerations

● Indoors: In alignment with recommendations from the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics, on August 6, 2021, 
Governor Murphy signed Executive Order 251 which requires that all staff, students, and visitors wear a mask, regardless 
of vaccination status, in the indoor premises of school buildings. 

● Outdoors: In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors. The CDC recommends that people who are not 
fully vaccinated wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings or during activities that involve sustained close contact with other 
people. Fully vaccinated people might choose to wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings if they or someone in their 
household is immunocompromised



Mask Considerations (NJDOE School Reopening 
FAQs)
Face coverings may be removed during physical education or music classes, provided individuals are in a well-ventilated location and able to maintain a 
physical distance of six feet apart. Vigorous exercise, as well as music and choir classes in a confined space (e.g., indoors) may contribute to transmission of 
COVID-19 and should be limited. Consider conducting such activities in an area with greater ventilation or air exchange (e.g., outdoors). When students are not 
singing or playing an instrument that requires the use of their mouth, they should wear a face covering in music class (unless class is outdoors and distance 
can be maintained).

District staff, students, and visitors are required to wear face coverings except under the following circumstances: 

a. When doing so would inhibit the individual’s health.
b. When a student is in extreme heat outdoors.
c. When a student is in water.
d. If a student’s documented medical condition, or disability as reflected in an Individualized Education Program (IEP), precludes the use of a face 

covering.
e. If a student is under the age of two (2), due to the risk of suffocation.
f. When a student is eating or drinking.

g. If or when anyone has trouble breathing or is unconscious, is incapacitated, or is otherwise unable to remove the face covering without assistance 
(e.g., face coverings should not be worn by Pre-K students during nap time).

h. The student is engaged in high intensity aerobic or anaerobic activities.
i. During gym and music classes when individuals are in a well-ventilated location and able to maintain a physical distance of six feet apart (see number 

2 below).
j. When wearing a face covering creates an unsafe condition in which to operate equipment or execute a task (for example, students operating 

machinery in which face coverings may get caught).

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/8/20-0633_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/8/20-0633_article


Mask Considerations continued...

Face shields vs. Masks

Currently, the CDC does not recommend use of face shields as a substitute for face coverings. Therefore, they may not 
be used to satisfy face covering requirements. However, they may be an option for students with medical or other 
challenges that preclude the use of face coverings. If face shields are used without a mask, they should wrap around 
the sides of the wearer’s face and extend to below the chin.



Maintaining Social Distancing

● Within classrooms, maintain 3 feet of physical distancing to the greatest extent possible, while offering full-time, 
in-person learning to all students. 

● Outside of classrooms including in hallways, locker rooms, indoor and outdoor physical education settings, and 
school-sponsored transportation, maintain physical distancing to the greatest extent practicable. 



Hand Hygiene

● Encourage students and staff to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue during those limited instances when the individual 
may be unmasked. (updated August 2021) 

● Used tissues should be thrown in the trash and hand hygiene as outlined above should be performed immediately.  

● Maintain adequate supplies including soap, hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol (for staff and older children who 
can safely use hand sanitizer), paper towels, tissues, and no-touch trash cans



Meals

● Maximize physical distance as much as possible when moving through the food service line and while eating (especially 
indoors). 

● Considering alternatives to use of group dining areas such as eating in classrooms or outdoors.  
● Staggering eating times to allow for greater physical distancing.  
● Maintaining student cohorts and limiting mixing between groups, if possible. 
● Avoiding offering self-serve food options, discouraging students from sharing meals and encouraging routine cleaning 

between groups.  
● Frequently touched surfaces should be cleaned. Surfaces that come in contact with food should be washed, rinsed, and 

sanitized before and after meals to the greatest extent possible. Given the data regarding COVID-19 transmission, the use 
of single-use items, such as disposable utensils, is not necessary during meals.



Transportation

● School buses should be considered school property for the purpose of determining the need for prevention strategies.  

● Masks must be worn by all passengers on buses, regardless of vaccination status per CDC’s Federal Order.  

● If occupancy allows, maximize physical distance between students.  

● Open windows to increase airflow in buses and other transportation, if possible. 

● Regularly clean high touch surfaces on school buses at least daily.



Cleaning, Disinfection and Air Flow

Limiting use of shared supplies:

● Ensure adequate supplies (i.e. classroom supplies, equipment) to minimize sharing of high-touch materials or limit use of 
supplies and equipment by one group of students at a time and clean and disinfect routinely and preferably between use. 

● Encourage hand hygiene practices between use of shared items. 

● Discourage use of shared items that cannot be cleaned and disinfected.



Cleaning and Disinfection

Schools should follow standard procedures for routine cleaning and disinfecting with an EPA-registered product for use 
against SARS-CoV-2. This means at least daily cleaning and disinfecting surfaces and objects that are touched often.



Improving Air Flow

Improve airflow to the extent possible to increase circulation of outdoor air, increase the delivery of clean air, and dilute 
potential contaminants. This can be achieved through several strategies: 

●  Bring in as much outdoor air as possible. 

●  If safe to do so, open windows and doors. Even just cracking open a window or door helps increase outdoor 
airflow, which helps reduce the potential concentration of virus particles in the air.  

● Use child-safe fans to increase the effectiveness of open windows. 

● Use exhaust fans in restrooms and kitchens. 

● Consider having activities, classes, or lunches outdoors when circumstances allow. 



Screening, Exclusion and Response to Symptomatic Staff and 
Students

Parental screening

Parents/caregivers should be strongly encouraged to monitor their children for signs of illness every day 
as they are the front line for assessing illness in their children. Students who are sick should not attend 
school.



Exclusion

For school settings, NJDOH recommends that students with the following symptoms be promptly isolated from others and excluded from 
school: 

●  At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors (shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore 
throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion, or runny nose; OR 

●  At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, new olfactory disorder, or new taste disorder. 

Excluded individuals who are close contacts of staff or students who tested positive for COVID-19 may be considered for a reduced exclusion 
period based on community transmission levels as follows: 

● High (orange) exposed close contacts should be excluded from school for 14 days.  

● Moderate or Low (yellow or green) exposed close contacts should be excluded from school for 10 days (or 7 days with negative test 
results collected at 5-7 days) 

● Medically complex or other high-risk individuals should use a 14-day exclusion period for the



Exclusion continued...
COVID-19 exclusion criteria for persons who have COVID-19 compatible symptoms or who test positive for COVID-19:  

●  Ill individuals with COVID-19 compatible symptoms who have not been tested or individuals who tested positive for COVID-19 should stay 
home until at least 10 days have passed since symptom onset and at least 24 hours have passed after resolution of fever without fever reducing 
medications and improvement in symptoms. 

● Persons who test positive for COVID-19 but who are asymptomatic should stay home for 10 days from the positive test result. 

● An alternate diagnosis (including a positive strep test or influenza swab) without a negative COVID-19 test is not acceptable for individuals who 
meet COVID-19 exclusion criteria to return to school earlier than the timeframes above.

Exposed close contacts who are fully vaccinated and have no COVID-like symptoms: 

● Do not need to quarantine, be excluded from school, or be tested following an exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19. 

● Should still monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days following an exposure. 

● If they experience symptoms, they should isolate themselves from others, be clinically evaluated for COVID-19, including SARS-CoV-2 testing 
and inform their health care provider of their vaccination 12 status at the time of presentation to care.



Response to Symptomatic Staff and Students

● Designate an area or room away from others to isolate individuals who become ill with COVID-19 symptoms while at school. Children 
and staff with COVID-19 symptoms should be separated away from others until they can be sent home. Ask ill student (or 
parent/guardian) and staff whether they have had potential exposure to COVID-19 in the past 14 days meeting the definition of a close 
contact.

● The isolation area should be separated from the part of the nurse’s office used for routine visits such as medication administration, 
injuries, and non-COVID-19 related visits.

● Ensure there is enough space for multiple people placed at least 6 feet apart.

● Ensure that hygiene supplies are available, including additional cloth masks, facial tissues, etc.



Physical Distancing
Within classrooms, maintain 3 feet of physical distancing to the greatest extent practicable, while offering full-time, in-person learning to all 
students. Outside of classrooms including in hallways, locker rooms, indoor and outdoor physical education settings, and school-sponsored 
transportation, maintain physical distancing to the greatest extent practicable. 

Masks
All students and staff members are required to properly wear a mask (over the nose, mouth and chin) at all times. Bandannas, gaiters, scarves, 
fleece and masks with valves will not be permitted. Students may remove masks at lunch time. All students should have a second mask in their 
backpack in case it is needed.

Screening
All staff will complete the Daily Health Screening Form and have their temperatures checked daily upon entry to the Edgemont School building. 
All families must complete the Daily Covid form on Mondays and Wednesday*. Additionally, when deemed necessary, students will have their 
temperatures checked upon their entry to the Edgemont School building. 

Visitors
Unannounced visitors will be not be allowed in the building. No visitors will be allowed in the building during arrival or dismissal. 

Testing
District discussed student testing at previous MPS Town Hall. More information will be shared with families regarding student testing procedures 
and collection.

Vaccinations
K-12 Personnel: https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/approved/20210823b.shtml

https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/approved/20210823b.shtml


Other mitigation strategies

Students will have access to lockers, closets, hooks. Socially distance, minimal time, staggered usage.

Seating charts will be created by classroom teachers, Related Arts teachers, support staff, etc. and referenced, 
if needed, for contact tracing.

Water fountains will be closed, however, water bottle fillers will remain open for use.

Classroom supplies and materials will not be shared.

Related Arts will take place. When possible, Physical Education will take place outdoors. Other Related Arts 
classes can take place outside when possible.

Desk Shields will be used by students in all classrooms.

Students will remain socially distanced to the greatest extent practicable during lunch and recess. When 
possible, lunch and recess will take place outdoors. Desk shields will be provided for lunch time use.



Other mitigation strategies

Handwashing/hand sanitizer will take place throughout day. Classroom teachers will allocate specific time (i.e. 
before and after lunch, before and after Related Arts) during their daily schedule for hand washing/hand 
sanitizer.

Movement will be regulated in the hallways & stairwells. Students will walk on the right side and physically 
distance.

Bathrooms will be continuously cleaned throughout the day by our custodial team. Access to bathrooms is 
limited to 2 students at one time, as well as access to bathroom sinks.

1:1 Chromebook district-wide initiative will allow for individualized access to devices, when needed. 

Windows and doors will be opened to allow for air flow.

Weather permitting, teachers have the option for instructional time outside of the building.



Please know that we are implementing the strategies put forth 
in the NJDOE Road Forward to increase air flow, such as, 
opening windows and doors, installing purifiers that have 
HEPA filters and are used in medical facilities, and upgrading 
our mechanical ventilation. We will be able to open our 
buildings as instructed by the NJ Department of Education. 
We are continuously working on our facilities which included 
work throughout the summer on ventilation and structural 
repairs. I am proud to announce that we are using federal 
funding to implement our Phase 1 plan to enhance the 
mechanical ventilation in the district. Additionally, we are 
excited about our commitment to improving facilities with the 
passing of the resolution for $60MM to seek this funding as 
we work in collaboration with the Board of School Estimate.

Ventilation statement

https://www.nj.gov/education/roadforward/docs/HealthAndSafetyGuidanceSY2122.pdf


Nurse’s Office

Isolation space.

Parents/caregivers are urged to update their child’s emergency contacts in Genesis so someone is available to 
pick-up the child after receiving the call.

When needed, all students or staff members will be assessed by the school nurse. The school nurse will use 
medical judgement, as well as a COVID-19 screening algorithm approved by our medical team, to make the 
decision if a student/staff member must be immediately isolated and excluded from school, or may receive 
treatment and rest pending a rapid resolution of the problem. If the problem is rapidly assessed and treated by the 
nurse, the student/staff member may return to class. The nurse may choose to isolate and exclude any student or 
staff member based on her medical judgement. To maintain a sanitary and safe space in the Nurse’s Office, 
physical distancing will be maintained.

Nurse Alfaro will continue to discuss importance of proper mask wearing, handwashing, social distancing, etc. with 
students. 

Teachers must call the Nurse’s Office or Main Office before sending a student to the Nurse’s Office.



Positive Cases and Response Protocol

Staff members will report a personal positive case to the nurse/principal who will then report to the nursing 
supervisor. The New Jersey Health Department guidelines will be followed and will address each case individually.

Our medical team will address a positive case of COVID-19 of a student, staff member or close contact on a case by 
case basis, respecting the privacy of the individual and protecting all other students and staff in the classroom/school. 
We will require a combination of strategies including symptom and time (quarantine) and healthcare provider’s 
clearance to return to school. Parents should contact the school nurse if their child will be absent from school for 
medical reasons. Staff members contact the school nurse and principal to self-report in case they develop symptoms 
of COVID-19.



Arrival: day 1 & 2

Please make sure that children are not dropped off before school doors 
open, as there is no supervision and social distancing cannot be 
guaranteed.

Student Arrival (September 9th & 10th)

All students will line up with Homeroom Teacher in the front of the building. 

Each Homeroom will have an assigned line in which students will line up in a 
socially distanced manner.

Grades K & 1: students will enter through Door H.

Grades 2 & 3: students will enter through Door B.

Grades 4 & 5: students will enter through the Door A.

*No families/parents will be allowed to enter the school building.*

*No cars will be allowed to enter the circular drive*



Dismissal

K & 1st & 2nd- students will dismiss through Door H/north end.

3rd & 4th & 5th- students will dismiss through Door B/south end.

Bussers will exit Door A to access busses.



Please make sure that children are not dropped off 
before school doors open, as there is no supervision 
and social distancing cannot be guaranteed.

Student Arrival (September 13th and forward)

Grades K & 1: students will meet classroom teachers 
outside and enter through Door H.

Grades 2- 5: students will enter through the Door A.

*No families/parents will be allowed to enter the school 
building.*

*No cars will be allowed to enter the circular drive*

Arrival: day 3 and forward



Principal:
Briony Carr-Clemente
bcarrclemente@montclair.k12.nj.us

Secretary:
Lori Mascellino
lmascellino@montclair.k12.nj.us

Nurse:
Grace Alfaro
galfaro@montclair.k12.nj.us

 

Final notes:

Learning Acceleration Guide

Mindful Minute

American Montessori Society
https://amshq.org

RULER- Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence
https://www.ycei.org/ruler

Edgemont Montessori SEL (Social Emotional Learning) Committee- work with 
Maurice J. Elias, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology, Rutgers University- Director, 
Rutgers Social-Emotional and Character Development Lab (www.SECDLab.org)- 
Contributing Faculty, The Collaborative Center for Community-Based Research 
and Service (engage.rutgers.edu)- Co-Director, Academy for Social-Emotional 
Learning in Schools (SELinSchools.org, sel.rutgers.edu, @SELinSchools)

RTI (Response to Intervention)/Enrichment period

YMCA Aftercare & Edgemont PTA After School Enrichment

https://www.nj.gov/education/acceleration/docs/LearningAccelerationGuide.pdf
https://amshq.org
https://www.ycei.org/ruler
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secdlab.org%2F&e=31e58e1b&h=28358cd4&f=y&p=n
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fengage.rutgers.edu%2F&e=31e58e1b&h=e565d56a&f=y&p=n
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fselinschools.org%2F&e=31e58e1b&h=3815a85c&f=y&p=n
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsel.rutgers.edu%2F&e=31e58e1b&h=cb3523f5&f=y&p=n

